
Sicha Syllabus 5778 

Oct 25 To Join or Not To Join: That Is The Question 

We will learn about some of the history of Mount Zion as we engage with a panel of Mount 
Zion congregants, former congregants, and Executive Director Larry Solomon of varying ages 
and experiences about their choices to join or not join a synagogue.  

Nov 15 Talking About An Evolution - of a Congregation and a Community 

Hanging out with some of the elders of Mount Zion we will learn something about the history of 
this community.  

Nov 29 Showing Up For Others 

How do other faiths understand the obligation to show up for others? We will hear from guests 
from other faith communities. 

Dec 13 Chanukah II Showing Up for Others 

How does Judaism understand the obligation to show up for others? 

Jan 10 Inter/Intra-faith dating: Jewish stereotypes and how they can affect relationships 

We will take a look at some of the stereotypes we have within the Jewish community, and then 
stereotypes between Jews and non-Jews  

Jan 24 Jewish Mysticism and Tu B’Shevat 
(Jan 31 Tu B’Shevat) 

Through much of the history of Rabbinic Judaism, a mystical strand of Jewish thought–
sometimes at the intellectual and spiritual heart of the tradition, often at its institutional 
periphery–has danced with the Hidden Presence of God in the world, sometimes, the hidden 
presence of God in the earth itself. 

Feb 7 Access to Reproductive Health Care 

Our tradition holds us responsible for attending to and guarding our health. We will welcome 
Emily Upin who grew up at Mount Zion and now works at Planned Parenthood and a speaker 
from Family Tree Clinic. They will present about the variety of services offered in both clinic 
and respond to questions about access. 

Feb 21 (Feb 28 Purim) Sexual Health and Justice from Jewish Perspectives 

As we think about Esther's story, a speaker from Welshare International will join us to explore 
issues of sexual health and justice in particular in immigrant communities in Minnesota. We will 
also be introduced to opportunities for volunteering and developing careers around these 
issues.  



March 7 Consent is Sexy 

How does consent work in real life? In Jewish life? Let's talk about it. 

March 21 (Mar 30 Pesach) Traveling the Jewish World Through Passover 

What are some of the ways Passover is celebrated in different communities? How might our 
own observance be informed by the ways other members of our community engage with this 
holiday specifically and Judaism generally? 

 

April 11 (April 12 Yom HaShoah) Six Genders in Judaism. Wait. What? 
 
After a look at historical Jewish experience with gender and gender roles, informed by the 
Talmud, we will consider how experiences of Jews during the Holocaust may have been 
gendered as well.  

April 25 (April 18 Yom Ha’atzmaut) JLBGTQ 

Noam Sienna will join our class and together we will engage with the lives of some key 
characters in our Jewish history.  

Noam Sienna is a doctoral candidate in Jewish History at the University of Minnesota, and a 
local Jewish educator and artist. He has taught and lectured about Jewish cultural heritage, 
including Jewish magic, Jewish art, Jewish bookmaking, and Jewish LGBTQ history, at 
academic and community venues around the world. He is currently working on a book project 
to publish an anthology of primary sources for LGBTQ Jewish history. 

May 2 Final Class 

Each week we have taken an increasingly deeper look into how we understand our own sense 
of Jewish self and where we fit within the broader Jewish community. During our last class 
together for the year, we will look back over the year and reflect on what we want to take with 
us. Oh, and it'll be a party. Of course it will! 

May 18 Chai School Graduation 
The 12th graders are graduating! Let's all be there to celebrate them! 

 


